
Lƴ aȅ hǇƛƴƛƻƴ Χ  
b y  A l l i s o n  S t r a l o w  

 
In my opinion  we should call 
the Sherriff (Director) After all 
we are the Wild West! From 
Allison Stralow  

Bridge players are generally 
nice people.  I know because I 
have met many of them.   
However, when we become 
part of the bridge community 
we become part of a 
fascinating subculture where 
the other side of people's 
natures are often revealed.  It 
is important for us all to 
remind ourselves that bridge is 

only a game.  From the day we 
first learn to play until we 
reach our level of competence, 

or incompetence, bridge 
will be more enjoyable if 
we remember this.  

Badly behaved players 
can ruin our enjoyment 
of the game, so what can 
×Å ÄÏ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔȩ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ 
caught up in the trading of 
insults or listening to 
others giving us a ruling.   
Call the Sherriff! 

Because bridge is a game it 
has a clear set of rules/laws 
that we as bridge players 

need to abide by.  
These rules/laws 
are not a secret; 
we all have 
access to them.  
The rules/ laws 
ensure that the 
game is fair for 
everyone.  We 
are not expected 
to memorise the 
entire rules/laws 

of Bridge, unlike other games, 
or to interpret them and make 

decisions.  However, we are 
expected to exercise our right 
to politely call the Director if 
we think a rule/law has been 
broken.  A Director will 
present the ruling, and as in 
any other game, we should not 
argue with their ruling.   
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Elaine at DYMOCKS 
Dymocks in the City (705  Hay St Mall,  

Tel 9321 3969)  have decided to stock 
Elaineõs Crossword Puzzle book. They 
have invited her to be at the store on 

Tuesday, 30 th  March between 11:30 am 
and 2:00 pm to chat with customers and 

autograph books as they are purchased.  

 



 
 

2 Ȱ&ÏÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ "ÒÉÄÇÅ ÉÎ 7!ȱ  

PresidentsΩ Reports 
 

Bridge Clubs are run on the 
backbones of volunteers ɀ 
involving a myriad of daily 
duties. All of these involve the 
Committee and the majority of 
tasks completed go unnoticed 
by the players who arrive at a 
well organised, clean, efficient 
club. 

Spearheading these clubs is the 
Club President with a busy, 
competent committee. 

In this issue we introduce 
Focus readers to Presidents 
and their thoughts for 2010. 

Nedlands Bridge Club  - 
President Ian Bailey  

 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÃÌÕÂ ÈÁÄ Á ÈÅÃÔÉÃ ÐÒÅ φτυτ 
- the exterior was painted ɀ 
refurbishment of the exterior 

brickwork continues and a 
grant from Lotterywest has 
enabled the club to install 
Bridgemates, new tables and 
dealing machine. There is a new 
weekday event in June held over 
the popular 3 Wednesday 
afternoons  Nedlands Swiss 
Winter Pairs with a cash prize.  
4ÈÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ ÏÎÌÙ #ÌÕÂ ÔÅÁÍÓȭ 
competition will be a single day 
event -June 19th. The Fiske 
Warren lessons are well under 
way ɀ and our supervised 
sessions continue to growȢȱ 

Rockingham Bridge Club  - 
President Ian Oldham  

 

ȰAt Rockingham in 2010 we are 

looking to increase membership 

and better inform our current 

members by re-launching our 

newsletter ï 

monthly 

online and a 

hard copy 

with the help 

of the 

Marketing 

Students at 

Murdoch 

University. 

We will also 

continue to 

negotiate 

with the 

Rockingham 

City Council 

for a Capital Grant to assist us 

to add on a Teaching room 

which can double as an extended 

playing area. This will enable 

additional playing sessions to be 

run. We are already grateful to 

Lotterywest for agreeing to help 

in this project.ò 

 

(Ed Note: The newsletter 7NT is 

now available on line 

www.rockingham.bridge-

club.org ) 

West Australian Bridge 
Club - President Alison 
Rigg 

ȰThe club 
plans plan to add two extra 
sessions to our programme in 
2010: a Monday evening session 
from 1st February starting at 
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6:30pm and finishing at 
9:45pm, and Special Sunday 
sessions, dates for which will be 
advertised at the club and 
posted on our web site. 

Apart from our daily sessions to 
which visitors are welcome, we 
welcome you to compete in our 
two major club events in June. 
Our Foundation Day Congress 
June 4th ɀ 7th and our Novice 
Congress on Sunday 27th June. 
The latter is organized by Bill 
and Helen Kemp and is a great 
introduction to competitive 
play. Our web site offers 
ÕÐÄÁÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÌÁÔÅÓÔ ÎÅ×ÓȢȱ 

Margaret River Bridge 
Club ɀ President Mavis 
Greig (centre) with 
Founding Memb ers 
Bernadette & Alastair 
Campbell  

 
ȰWe are only a small club and 
very active, currently 36 
members. We play Monday 
evenings and Friday afternoons, 
with several members also 
playing regularly at Busselton. 

Margaret River and Busselton 
take it in turns to hold a 
Congress, both of which are well 
supported by the Metropolitan 
Clubs. 

Our Club was founded by 
Alastair and Bernadette 
Campbell in 1997 and was 
incorporated in 2002, and also 

affiliated to BAWA the same 
year. 

 Bernadette Campbell runs 
beginners courses every year 
with a view to increasing 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐȢȱ 

President Mavis Greig has had a 
mentoring role for newer 
players. 

Undercroft Bridge Club ɀ 
President Tony Martin  

 
ȰThe club continues to go from 
strength to strength thanks in 
the main to Allan Doig & his 
helpers particularly Leslie 
Routledge.  Each Saturday 
morning there are Bridge 
lessons at all levels and twice a 
year a new intake of beginners 
complete an 18 week course 
before graduating into the main 
playing area (70+).  As we can 
only accommodate an 
approximate 28 players for 
these groups we sadly have to 
turn some away which is a 
great shame. 

New carpet has been installed 
and the Committee are working 
hard on making the club as 
efficient and pleasant as always.  
There are 10 sessions every 
week so anyone looking for a 
game is always welcome. Most 
pleasing was the win of our 
Restricted team in the inter-
club competitions last year - a 
great effort - and the success of 
our first 2 day Congress in 
φττύȢȱ 

Maylands Bridge Club ɀ 
President Jean Martin  

 
ȰIt's probably because I'm 

biased, but it seems to me that 

our new venue (the R.A.Cook 

Pavilion in Gummery Street, 

Bedford) is proving to be 

popular with members and 

visitors alike. 

In the coming year we hope to 

build on this and slowly regain 

the numbers we had some years 

ago. So for a friendly game in 

new and pleasant surroundings, 

come and join us in any of our 

three sessions each week. You 

would be made very welcome!ò 

Fremantle Bridge Club ɀ 
President Margie Van 
Houwelingen  

 
Ȱ4ÈÅ &"# ÈÁÓ ÈÁÄ Á ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌt 
couple of years with the 
insecurity of not having a 
permanent home, making it 
difficult for us to promote the 
club and participate more fully 
in the WA bridge community. 
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The members and committee 
have however maintained a 
positive attitude and there does, 
at last, appear to be light at the 
end of the tunnel. 

We are looking forward to a 
bright 2010 with the resources 
available for us once more to 
run congresses, enabling us to 
catch up with old friends and 
meet new ones from other 
ÃÌÕÂÓȢȱ 

Margie has been president of 
FBC since 1998 (three months 
after it was founded) during 
which time it has grown from 
the original 12 members to 
140 in 2009. 

Kalgoorlie Bridge Club ɀ 
President Brett Fowler  

As Brett is now working away on 

a remote mine site club Vice 

President Chris Shotter has been 

taking on the responsibilities. 

 

 ñWe ended 2009 on a good note 

by winning the Pennant 

Competition. Please diarise our 

Club Congress ï long weekend 

in September 2010.ò 

Busselton Bridge Club - 
President Sally Vidalis   

 

Sally was born and lived most 
of her life in Kenya.  Sally is 
very proud and looking 
forward to becoming an 
Australian citizen on February 
26th 2010. She lives with her 
ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÉÎ 
Dunsborough but still takes 
extended holidays to Nairobi 
and England. She is a 
passionate bridge player and is 
keen to see the Busselton 
Bridge Club take another step 
forward. Note: change of dates 

for our Congress ɀ Friday 22nd 
October ɀSunday 24th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another Letter from Canberra 
b y  J a n  B u r g e s s  

 

I had my tongue firmly in my cheek when I signed 
ÏÆÆ ÍÙ Ȱ,ÅÔÔÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ #ÁÎÂÅÒÒÁȱ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
×ÏÒÄÓ ȰÃÁÎ ×Å ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏ ÉÔ ÁÌÌ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȱȢ  
Well, to my surprise it happened as Jana and I 
won the Great Southern Regional Final of the 
Grand National Pairs again, giving us our ticket to 
Canberra for the second year running.     The icing 
on the cake, however, was that another pair from 
Bridgetown, Anthony and Ruth Warburton, were 
the runners-up, so all four of us descended on 
Canberra together.      

University House, on the A.N.U. campus, is a great 
place to stay with its lush, shady, tranquil 
quadrangle and gardens, close to walks around 
Lake Burley Griffin and just a brief bus or taxi 
ride into Canberra itself.    There was plenty of 
sight-seeing on the agenda before we were due to 
tackle the four sessions of G.N. Pairs to be held 
over the middle week-end of the Summer Festival 
of Bridge and, of course, the amazing 
Masterpieces of Paris exhibition at the National 
Gallery was top of the list.     The queues were not 
as daunting as we had expected and before too 
ÌÏÎÇ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÅÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÒÏÏÍ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÏÎÅȭÓ 
breath was taken away immediately by the 

cd 

EDITING OF 
MATERIAL 

Contributors should note 
that the right to modify 
submitted material is 
retained by the Editor 

ba 

cd 

BAWA 
AFFILIATED 
BRIDGE CLUBS 

Focus will print details of 
your congress or red point 
events.  All you have to do is 
email the full details before 
the 20th of each month to be 
included in the following 
ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÔÏ ,ÉÎÄÁ 
Bedford-Brown 
(bedfords@bigpond.net.au ) 

ba 

mailto:bedfords@bigpond.net.au
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shimmering luminosity of the delicate colours in 
the Albert Besnard portrait of Madame Roger 
Jourdain.  Walls covered with the well-known, 
iconic paintings of Gauguin, Van Gogh, Monet, 
Cezanne, etc. followed as we slowly made our 
way around, quite spell bound.     What a 
memorable time to be in Canberra! 

Then we came to the week-end.    114 pairs took 
ÐÁÒÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÉÎÁÌȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅ Ȱ×ÉÌÄ ÃÁÒÄÓȱ ÔÈÁÔ 
this year were chosen from all over Australia, not 
just locally.  With Matthew McManus and his 
team again in unobtrusive charge, the event ran 
like clockwork; the atmosphere was upbeat and 
relaxed; the competition pretty stiff!     After the 
first round, it was exciting to see the Perth pair of 
Val Fleay and Margaret King in first place and 
they finished overall a very creditable 20th.    

One interesting board came in the second session 
where N/S can make a slam in spades, diamonds 
or no trumps. 

Brd   ǂ AT94 
Dlr E  Ǆ A6 
Vul All  ǅ KJ8732 
   ǃ A 
 ǂ J32 

 

 N  

W  E 

 S  

ǂ 76 
 Ǆ KQJ9 Ǆ 8742 
 ǅ T4 ǅ 965 
 ǃ JT97 ǃ KQ42 
    ǂ KQ85 
    Ǆ T53 
    ǅ AQ 
    ǃ 8653 
40      

!ÆÔÅÒ Á ÓÏÍÅ×ÈÁÔ ȬÐÕÓÈÙȭ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÅ 
(S), Jana guided us to 6 Spades;   with trumps 
behaving nicely, there were no problems in the 
play, and we achieved one of our best boards 
with 92%.    Seemingly the light combined point 
count must have deterred most from pursuing 
the slam. 

At the end of the final session on Sunday 
afternoon, we all gathered for drinks and finger 
food and the presentation of some wonderful 
trophies.  Congratulations to the winners: 

1st Ranjit Limaye / Wayne Zhu of 
Sydney 

233.97 

2nd Nikolas Moore / Geoffrey Martin of 
Brisbane 

233.8 

3rd Emlyn Williams / Lisa Ma from 
Canberra 

228.32 

Look at the closeness of the scores of 1st and 2nd 
place-getters - after 4 rounds!      

Warm thanks to John Brockwell, Di Marler and 
Jane Rasmussen the movers behind this great 
event.   Plans for the 2010 G.N. Pairs are already 
underway. 

Our Sunday evening concluded with the four of us 
from Bridgetown, Heather and Jeanette from 
Geraldton, plus Bill and Jenny Maley, winding 
down from another great week-end of bridge 
with a convivial dinner at an Italian restaurant. 

Next day we were off home - a change of flights in 
Melbourne where it was pouring with rain and 
very cold - and arrival in Perth to 41 C!    What a 
country! 
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Barry & Sue 
 

A hot Perth welcomed Barry Rigal and Sue Picus 
on the first leg of their WA Bridge tour. Richard 
and Sue Grenside along with Barry arrived from 
Japan with Sue Picus hot on their trail from 
Singapore. 

 
Sue Picus, Focus editors Pam Beddow and Linda 
Bedford-Brown with Barry Rigal 

 
Allison Stralow (BAWA Committee), Sue Grenside and 
Di Brooks (BAWA Publicity and Promotions Officer)  

 
Viv Zotti (Tournament Committee) and Sue Picus 

 
BAWA Youth Coordinator Dr. Thelma Koppi and Bruce 
Fraser (Tournament Committee)  

 
Sheenagh Young (BAWA Management Committee) John 
Beddow (BAWAXO Management Committee) and Pam 
Beddow (Focus Editor) 
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For Whom The Bel l  To l ls   
b y  J i l l  C o u r t n e y
 

It is 1482, January 6th 
and the so-called 
"Festival of Fools" is in 
full swing.  (These days 

we call them Congresses 
or tournaments but that's 

only semantics).  It is a time 
when Fishbein (lowest 

minor) is still used for 
takeout of pre-empts and weak and multi twos do 
not exist, but in the Bell Tower of the Cathedral 
de Notre Dame in Paris a highly sophisticated 
bridge game is nevertheless taking place.  Our 
characters at the table are Quasimodo, the 
famous hunchback of Notre Dame, Esmeralda, the 
beautiful bare-footed gypsy who enchants all 
around her but none more so than the deformed 
Quasimodo and the lascivious Cardinal Frollo, 
who, despite his vows of chastity, lusts after her 
badly.  The Archdeacon Frollo, who adopted 
Quasimodo as a child and made him the bell-
ringer in the tower, also taught him his bridge 
game.  The fourth player is Frollo's dilettante 
brother Jehan who can just follow suit, while 
Pseudomodo, Quasimodo's twin brother, kibitzes.  
(Sorry Victor Hugo, a bit of poetic license with 
this fifth character).   Some felt having avoided 
the tutelage of the Cardinal, Pseudomodo was a 
rather better player than his brother.  His mentor, 
of Hungarian origin, was the famous Timothy 
Seres, a legend in the rubber bridge clubs on the 
Rive Gauche. 

So on this fateful day of the Festival of Fools the 
Cardinal convened a bridge game, mainly hoping 
to entrap the lovely Esmeralda in the process.  
But when the cut came, to his chagrin and 
Quasimodo's delight, he cut his brother while 
Quasimodo got Esmeralda.  Here was the bidding 
on the first deal of interest. 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

Jehan 
Frollo  

Esmeralda Cardinal
Frollo  

Quasi 
modo 

1S Pass 2NT Pass 

3NT All Pass   
    

The full deal: (ALL vul) Lead ǅQ 

Brd   ǂ AKQJ43 
Dlr   Ǆ J65 
Vul All  ǅ 53 
   ǃ Q5 
 ǂ T9 

 

 N  

W  E 

 S  

ǂ 762 
 Ǆ 432 Ǆ AQT 
 ǅ AQJ87 ǅ 942 
 ǃ J84 ǃ KT97 
    ǂ 85 
    Ǆ K987 

    ǅ KT6 
    ǃ A632 
40      
Quasimodo led the ǅQ which, perforce, the 
Cardinal must take.  He still, however, only has 
eight tricks.  Adopting the best strategy available 
he ran his spades and forced discards from his 
opponents.  Quasimodo, forgetting it was 1482, 
thought his partner's Ǆ10 was telling him he 
could throw his hearts and accordingly he voided 
himself in hearts keeping his diamonds and the 
ǃJ8.  The Cardinal, having groomed his bell-ringer 
well, saw his chance.  He divined that Quasimodo 
had only clubs and diamonds left.  That gave him 
his sole chance and one which excited him greatly 
since surely it would also excite the enchantress 
Esmeralda!  He would execute a suicide squeeze.  
Thus after he had cashed the spades, and 
assuming no hearts now with West (otherwise he 
is cactus anyway) he exited a diamond to the Ten 
and Jack. Quasimodo who had been taught to cash 
his high cards at No trumps gratefully accepted 
this gift from the Cardinal and proceeded to score 
them.  Unfortunately he did not consider the 
punishment he would impose upon his beautiful 
partner. 

On his last diamond poor Esmeralda was stymied, 
here is the position: 
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Brd   ǂ  
Dlr   Ǆ J 
Vul All  ǅ  
   ǃ Q5 
 ǂ  

 

 N  

W  E 

 S  

ǂ  
 Ǆ  Ǆ A 
 ǅ 7 ǅ  
 ǃ J8 ǃ KT 
    ǂ  
    Ǆ K 

    ǅ  
    ǃ A6 
40      
Dummy throws a heart and whatever Esmeralda 
throws gives the Cardinal his ninth trick.  If she 
throws the Ace of hearts he throws a club and if 
not he throws the losing heart.  Contract made. 
The Cardinal looks at Esmeralda in triumph but 
tears welled up in her eyes. "You squeezed me 
Quasi" she said softly.  Overcome with grief and 
realizing his error, since a club and not the last 
diamond would have saved the day, he ran to the 
window of the bell tower and jumped, landing 
fatefully on the pavement between the flying 
buttresses below.  The Gendarmes below were 
perplexed.  "Qu'est-ce c'est?"  They asked.  
"Anyone know this creature?"  "Not exactly" a 
passerby said "but his face rings a bell." 

Meanwhile the Cardinal would have his rubber 
triumph and enlisted Pseudomodo to substitute.  
Puffed up from his suicide squeeze he now felt 
sure of impressing Esmeralda with his abilities.  
Pseudomodo, distressed by his sibling's suicide, 
nevertheless took up the challenge with a view to 
avenging his brother's destruction at the hand of 
the Cardinal. 

It didn't take long for this crucial hand to arrive. 
It would determine the rubber and the outcome 
of the famous "Festival of Fools" tournament. 

Pseudomodo arrived in Six Clubs in an 
uncontested auction. 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
Cardinal 

Frollo  
Esmeralda Jehan 

Frollo  
Pseudo-
modo 

Pass 1S Pass 2C 

Pass 3C Pass 4NT 

Pass 5D (RKCB) Pass 6C 

All pass    

    

 

Note that even in 1482 they played Roman Key 
Card Blackwood. 

Here is the full deal and brace yourselves for a 
unique squeeze. 

Brd   ǂ Q7654 
Dlr S  Ǆ 83 
Vul All  ǅ KQ 
   ǃ KQJT 
 ǂ 832 

 

 N  

W  E 

 S  

ǂ KJT9 
 Ǆ JT76 Ǆ K54 
 ǅ AJ5 ǅ 97643 
 ǃ 543 ǃ 2 
    ǂ A 
    Ǆ AQ92 

    ǅ T82 
    ǃ A9876 
40      
Pseudomodo won the opening club lead and 
played a diamond.  West, the Cardinal, won and 
continued a club. Pseudomodo won, finessed the 
heart and cashed the Ace and proceeded to 
crossruff  the hand.  He came down to this 
extraordinary ending: 

Brd   ǂ Q7 
Dlr S  Ǆ  
Vul All  ǅ  
   ǃ K 
 ǂ  

 

 N  

W  E 

 S  

ǂ K 
 Ǆ J Ǆ  
 ǅ J ǅ 97 
 ǃ 3 ǃ  
    ǂ  
    Ǆ 9 

    ǅ T 
    ǃ A 
40      
When he ruffed the 7 with the ǃA the Cardinal 
faced an unforeseen dilemma.  Not only was he 
squeezed in hearts and diamonds but also in 
trumps! If he under-ruffs he loses the trump 
control and either red suit discard allows 
declarer to cash that card and either trump coup 
him or squeeze him in the other.  Contract made.  
Pseudomodo had wreaked his vengeance.  The 
Cardinal was not happy.  He saw that Esmeralda 
had no time for him.  He grabbed Pseudomodo 
and dragged him to the window and, like his twin 
brother, threw him from the window. 

Down at the flying buttresses the gendarmes 
were again perplexed.  "What is happening"?  
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they asked.  "Does anyone know the name of this 
person?" 

 Ȱ) don't" said a passerby "but he's a dead ringer 
for his brother." 

Notes: 

The second Squeeze known as the Seres Squeeze 

is the only one with an eponymous name.  Tim 
executed it many years ago.  It is unique in that 
such forms of backwash squeeze normally do not 
involve a squeeze on a trump card.  If you are 
curious about the Hunchback of Notre Dame by 
Victor Hugo look up Wikipedia or the name on 
the website.  It is really quite an interesting story 

which has absolutely nothing, of 
course, to do with bridge. 

IInn  MMyy  OOppiinniioonn  

CCoonnttΩΩdd..  ..    
"The laws are primarily 
designed not as a punishment 
for irregularities, but rather as 
redress for the rectification of 
situations where non offenders 
may otherwise be damaged." 

Players often get upset if the 
ÏÐÐÏÎÅÎÔȭÓ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÔÏ 
the table but this should not be 
the case.  Calling the Director 
should not be interpreted as a 
personal insult, but as the 
correct avenue to ensure that 
the irregularity is sorted out 
fairly and in accordance with the 
ÒÕÌÅÓȾÌÁ×ÓȢ  4ÈÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȭÓ ÊÏÂ ÉÓ 
to ensure that the play flows 
smoothly.  They will deal with 
any infringements of the 
rules/laws that occur.  The 
decisions of the Director should 
be followed and respected at all 
times.  Unlike any other game, if 
you strongly disagree with the 
Director's ruling, it is possible to 
challenge the decision.  This can 
be done via appeal after the 
match.   

So please call the Sherriff, (and 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÈÏÏÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ $ÅÐÕÔÙɊ 
if you feel you are being affected 
by bad behaviour or you feel an 
irregularity has occurred.  You 
will be helping others as well as 
yourself.  Most importantly 
remember you need a partner 
and opponents in order to play 
bridge. 
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WA Bridge Experts Surveyed 
b y  J o h n  A q u i n o  
 

TThheeiirr  SSeeccrreettss  RReevveeaalleedd  
CCoonnvveenntt iioonnss  &&   GGaaddggeett ss    

Stayman, RKCB and Transfers lead the list of 
preferred conventions WA bridge experts use 
as part of their basic system  

This was one of the interesting (and predictable) 
ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ÏÆ 7!ȭÓ ÂÒÉÄÇÅ ÅØÐÅÒÔÓ ) 
conducted in December 2009.  The survey 
included a range of questions and also a request 
ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ 7!ȭÓ ÂÒÏÁÄÅÒ 

bridge community.  The 
people surveyed included, 
in the main, players who 
ÈÁÄ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÄ Ȱ'ÒÁÎÄ 
-ÁÓÔÅÒȱ ÓÔÁÔÕÓȢ   

In the first article 
published in the February 
Issue of Bridge Focus I 
reported on the books the 
experts nominated as ones 
that had shaped them as 
bridge players.  (The most 
popular book by a good 
margin was Card Play 

Technique: The Art of Being Lucky by Victor Mollo 
and Nico Gardener.  Second on the list was Killing 
Defence at Bridge by Hugh Kelsey.) 

In this follow up article I explore on what add on 
ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ȬÇÁÄÇÅÔÓȭ ÅØÐÅÒÔÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄ ÁÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ 
indispensable to their basic system. 

The bridge experts surveyed were asked to 
nominate 5 conventions they regarded as being 
indispensable to their basic system.  The 
response to this question proved interesting and 
ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔÆÕÌȢ  7ÈÉÌÅ ÓÏÍÅ τυ ȬÇÁÄÇÅÔÓȭ ×ÅÒÅ 
nominated by the experts, there was a great deal 
of consensus in terms of the most popular or 
indispensable conventions.  The following, in 
order of popularity, is a Bakers dozen of the top 
dozen conventions nominated by our experts:  

 

 

No Title  

1.  RKCB (and variants) 

2.  Stayman (With or without Variations eg Smolen, 
Puppet etc) 

3.  Transfers (With or without  Super Accepts) 

4.  Splinters (and variations eg mini splinters) 

5.  Negative Doubles 

6.  Cue Bids of Opponents Suits (Cue Raises / To 
show controls) 

7.  Conventional Doubles (for Take out, Responsive, 
Supportive) 

8.  Lavings 

9.  Lebensohl (Over our 1NT and opponents opening 
weak twos)  

10.  Bergen Raises 

11.  Capelletti / Pottage 

12.  Fourth Suit Forcing (including Variants) 

13.  Michaels (and variants) 

Roman Key Card Blackwood, Stayman, and 
Transfers led the list of conventions nominated 
by a significant margin.  A complete list of the 
conventions nominated is attached as an 
appendix to this article. 

In relation to conventions and gadgets I would 
like to share some of the observations made by 
the experts.   

At one end of the spectrum Henry Christie  
provides this advice ɀ ȰFirst and foremost no 
conventions / gadgets are indispensableȱȢ  4ÈÉÓ 
sentiment is echoed by Karol Miller  who advises 
ÔÈÁÔ ȰÁÎÙ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ 
sufficiently complete so that it does not require 
add-on conventions to functionȱȢ 

Notwithstanding the above, players do use 
gadgets to make their basic systems more 
efficient and effective however many of the 
experts caution players to be circumspect in 
adopting new conventions.   

Fiske Warren  ÁÄÖÉÓÅÓ Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ ÔÁËÅ ÏÎ ÔÏÏ ÍÁÎÙ 
conventions and complex bidding methods 
before you and your partner are completely 
comfortable with your basic system. The 
marginal benefits are often overshadowed by 
poor scores as a result of bidding 
misunderstandings. The less energy you waste on 
bidding, the more you will have for the play.ȱ  
This advice is supported by Dennis Yovich  Ȱ)ÔȭÓ 
ÎÏÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÙ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ȰÇÁÄÇÅÔÓȱ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ 
system. Understand your basic partnership 
agreements in your system and you will win 
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more often than not. Too many gadgets can cause 
you to forget more important systemic 
understandingsȱ. 

Linda Bedford -Brown  recommends ɂ ȰWhen 
taking on a new convention learn it thoroughly ɀ 
not the first/second and third parts, the whole 
ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇȢ )Æ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÆÔÅÒ Á ÙÅÁÒ ɀ 
change it.ȱ 

Paul Brayshaw  provides this overarching advice 
on adding new conventions to your basic system 
Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ add new conventions to your arsenal 
unless you can answer the following in sufficient 
detail: 

ǂ What problems does it attempt to solve? 
ǂ What problems will it create? 
ǂ In what way does it improve upon your 

previous method? 
ǂ What are the implications for the rest of your 

system if you adopt this convention? (This 
ÁÓÐÅÃÔ ÉÓ ÆÒÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙ ÎÅÇÌÅÃÔÅÄɊȢȱ 

And finally Di Brooks  advises the improving 
ÐÌÁÙÅÒ ÔÏ Ȭ+ÅÅÐ ÉÔ ÓÉÍÐÌÅ Ó×ÅÅÔÉÅȭȦ 

)Î ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÎ ȬÆÅÅÄÂÁÃË ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ÏÆ 7!ȭÓ ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÂÒÉÄÇÅ ÐÌÁÙÅÒÓȭ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ 
the results on the generic systems our experts 
use.  Is Acol or Standard American the more 
popular system favoured by our experts?  I will 
ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÎ Á ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ Ȭ4ÉÐÓ ÁÎÄ &ÒÁÇÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ 
!ÄÖÉÃÅȭ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ %ØÐÅÒÔÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÔÏ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 
players who wish to improve their game. 

In concluding I would like to thank all 
respondents to the survey who have generously 
shared their insights on the game. 

PS For a complete list of conventions / gadgets 
nominated by our experts refer to the table 
below.  The table is listed in order of popularity. 

 

Conventions  that experts regard as being 
indispensable to their generic system  (Listed in order 
of popularity)  

1. RKCB (and variants) 

2. Stayman (With or without Variations eg Smolen, 
Puppet etc) 

3. Transfers (With or without Super Accepts) 

4. Splinters (and variations eg mini splinters) 

5. Negative Doubles 

6. Cue Bids of Opponents Suits (Cue Raises / To show 
controls) 

7. Conventional Doubles (for Take out, Responsive, 
Supportive) 

8. Lavings 

9. Lebensohl (Over our 1NT and opponents opening 
weak twos)  

10. Bergen Raises 

11. Capelletti / Pottage 

12. Fourth Suit Forcing (including Variants) 

13. Michaels (and variants) 

14. Weak Twos (incl. Benjamin) 

15. Checkback 

16. CRO Gerber 

17. Crowhurst 

18. Exclusion Blackwood 

19. Good Bad 2NT 

20. Modified SWINE 

21. Negative Free Bids 

22. Ogust 

23. Suit Preference Signals (KcKenney / Lavinthal) 

24. Baron 

25. Barrage over 1M by partner 0-6hcp 

26. Blackwood 

27. Discards: Odds and Evens 

28. Disco (defence over 1C) 

29. Drury  

30. Equal Priority 1st / 2nd Round Controls when Cueing 

31. Escape over 1NT Doubled 

32. Included 5 card majors in your NT opening 

33. Jacoby 2NT 

34. Lead of 4th highest  

35. Minor Suit Key Card 

36. Multi Twos 

37. Myxi Twos 

38. Optimal twos 

39. Pin Point Astro 

40. RCO Opening Two Bids 

41. Strong Club 

42. Trash over Opponents 1NT Opening 

43. Truscott 

44. Unbalanced No Trumps 

 



 
 

 Ȱ&ÏÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ "ÒÉÄÇÅ ÉÎ 7!ȱ 13 

 

 

�hYou hold the cards to beat 

Alzheimerôs disease and Dementia�h 

Nationwide �k 1 ï 7 May 2010 

A message from Suzy Randjelovic- Events 
Manager -The Foundation 

During the first week of May, over 3,000 Bridge 
players Australia-wide will be sitting down to the 
same 36 hands prepared by Ron Klinger and Val 
Cummings. Each pair is playing to win. Playing to 
win the prizes, playing to win the points, but most 
importantly, playing to beat the greatest health 
challenge of our time ɀ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ ÄÉÓÅÁÓÅ ÁÎÄ 
other dementias. 

9ÏÕ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ 
ÄÉÓÅÁÓÅ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ 
unfortunate truth that we are all touched by the 
effects of this devastating disease that takes a hold 
of our loved ones. A recent report predicts there 
will be over 1.1million Australians with dementia 
by 2050 as dementia becomes the largest source of 
health and aged care spending. 

The Prince of Wales Medical Research Institute, 
along with the Australian Bridge Federation, 
Grand Slam Bridge Centre and Bridge players 
around Australia will again be participating in the 
Bridge for Brain Research Challenge between 1 ɀ7 
May 2010. The 7th Annual Challenge is tipped to be 
the biggest yet and we are calling upon all players 

and clubs to get involved to raise awareness and 
crucial funds. 

3Ï ×ÉÌÌ ÙÏÕ Ȱ5ÓÅ ÉÔ ÏÒ ,ÏÓÅ ÉÔȩȱ 

Event Details at a glance: 

The Challenge takes place during 1 ɀ 7 May. We 
ask each Club/team to select a day to play bridge.  

Approx 3000- 5000 players around the country 
participate in the Challenge.  

A $7 entry fee applies to each participant in your 
club or group who takes part in the Challenge. This 
entry fee goes directly to our research and is 
payable on the day of play.  

The hand records and commentary will be 
provided by bridge experts - Val Cummings and 
Ron Klinger and scored via the Australian Bridge 
Federation.  

Prizes are awarded to:  

Ë Highest points scored by a pair overall;  

Ë Highest scoring pair in each State and 
Territory; 

Ë Highest points scored by a pair over the age of 
75;  

Ë Highest individual fundraiser;  

Ë Highest fundraising Club/Team  

3Ïȟ ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÅÌÙ Ȱ5ÓÅ ÉÔȱ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ #ÌÕÂ ÉÓ 
participating in the Challenge, or get a table 
together. All players are welcome. 

To register your Club or team please contact  

Suzy Randjelovic 
Phone: (02) 9399 1075;  
Email:  s.randjelovic@powmri.edu.au 
  or simply complete the registration form. 

ba 

STAY INFORMED  

Join the BAWA mailing list and receive BAWA 
State event details, updates, news, and results. 
Visit the BAWA website www.bawa.assn.au.   
Go to Contacts then BAWA Email List and email 
ÙÏÕÒ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÔÏ .ÉÇÅÌ $ÕÔÔÏÎȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ 
advise Nigel of your change of email address  

ba 
 




























