
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridgetown Bridge Club – Senior Citizen of the Year 
F r o m  J a n  B u r g e s s  

 

Bridgetown Bridge Club has several members 
who volunteer their time and energy and “give” 
generously to the local community in many 
ways. In the past, Jenny Dewing has been 
honoured by being awarded “Citizen of the Year” 
by the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes for her 
environmental work; Jana Mayhew is a long 
time member of our local St John Ambulance, 
and this group has also been recognized for their 
contribution to the well-being of our 
community.  

 

Now we have a new name to add to our list as 
Eric Wheatley  was named “Senior Citizen 
of the Year” at the Australia Day breakfast 
and ceremony held recently in Bridgetown.  

Eric and his wife, Gillian, moved to Bridgetown 28 
years ago and have been continuously involved in 
community activities. 

Eric’s first involvement was with Friends of the 
Forest where he served as committee member, 
secretary and president - he was closely involved 
with the purchase of the Nunn block and its 
incorporation into the Dalgarup National Park. He 
took over the maintenance of walk tracks in the 
Bridgetown Jarrah Park and with other volunteers 
he helps with the clearing and weeding and also 
supplies guides and maps of the flora and fauna. 
Eric has been a member of the Blackwood 
Environment Society, treasurer of the Bridgetown 
Railway Management Group and, for a short time, 
a committee member of the Blackwood 
Biosecurity Group. For many years, he was also 
active in the Small Landholders Group, serving as 
secretary, webmaster and editor.  Eric has been a 
member of the Bridge Club for many years and is 
the current Vice President as well as serving on 
the Tournament Committee. Possibly Eric’s most 
enduring commitment has been with the 
Volunteer Bushfire Brigade and for a number of 
years he was the Fire Control Officer of Kangaroo 
Gully VBFB where he still an active member. He 
was recently awarded his 25 year Service Medal. 

Beyond Bridgetown, Eric is a volunteer guide on 
Rottnest Island which he visits every month for 
two days and guides walks and tours of the Island. 
Four years ago he received his 25 year Service 
Medal from the Rottnest Island Board. 

People like Eric, Jenny and Jana are wonderful 
examples of the energy and commitment devoted 
to small communities by dedicated “locals” and we 
are so blessed to have them in our midst. 
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President’s Report  
F r o m  N i g e l  D u t t o n  

 

As I type this (21/2/22) we seem to be remaining 
in a good bridge space, the 2 square metre rule 
should not affect any of our clubs playing face to 
face bridge. If by the time you read this, or anytime 
soon after, the 4 sqm rule is re-established then we 
have a problem. There are several congresses in 
March; all I can suggest is that you keep a close eye 
on the BAWA web site.  

I am pleased to note that one of our affiliated clubs 
is making a real effort to stamp out hand / board 
discussion at the table. This includes discussion at 
the end of the round. At a recent congress I along 
with my right hand opponent heard quite clearly a 
discussion from the adjacent table indicating that 
at least 12 tricks were available on the board 
currently sitting in the middle of their table. 
Obviously, we could not now play the board; the 
director was called and awarded an adjusted 
score. This was unfortunate as the pair with the 
good hand was denied the opportunity to bid and 

play the hand. This also affects the equity of the 
entire field as the datum for the board is changed, 
albeit marginally.  

Discussing the board before the round is finished 
wastes time and may provide unwanted 
information to surrounding tables. Discussion at 
the end of the round may also provide the same 
unwanted information. I intend, at the next BAWA 
TC meeting, to raise the issue and urge directors 
be more vigilant and, if necessary, impose 
penalties on the offending pair. There is no need 
for additional regulation as directors already have 
the authority to act; I know one of our directors 
who has no hesitation in sanctioning offenders. 
Naturally, should you hear from the next table 
that, “we should have bid six partner,” then you 
must call the director and explain the situation: as 
ethically, you cannot play the board. 

It might be a good idea to start a similar campaign 
in your club. ⚫ 
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SATURDAY BRIDGE 

West Australian Newspaper 

BAWA President Nigel Dutton is writing a 
weekly column – it doesn’t matter what level 
your game is this will be informative, 
educational and instructive - and at times 
tongue in cheek! 

ABF Daily Bridge Column 

Courtesy of Ron Klinger www.abfevents.com.au 

Bridge Author of nearly 70 books, Columnist 
for the Sydney Morning Herald (six days a 
week) and The Sun-Herald for 17 years, 
Australian Emerald Grand Master, WBF 
International Master, competed in 24 World 
Championships and Asia Pacific Zonal 
Championships and Commonwealth Nations 
Teams. 

file:///C:/Users/bbieg/Desktop/FOCUS/2022/02%20Mar/032022.docx%23_Toc97230688
mailto:bedfords@bigpond.net.au
http://www.abfevents.com.au/
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Around the Clubs 
B y  L i n d a  B e d f o r d - B r o w n  
 

 

Albany Bridge Club 
The Albany Bridge Club has changed its email 
address. 

It’s now – bridgeclubalbany@gmail.com 

Kalamunda Bridge Club 
F r o m  B e t t y  R o b e r t s  

Members celebrated Australia Day on Wednesday 
26 January with, of course, delicious lamb roast 
cooked by Robert MacMahon, along with salads 
and desserts provided by members.  It was great 
to see some of our newer members enjoying the 
day. 

Winners on the day: 

N/S Peter Cameron/Doug Hegarty 

E/W Jane Pike/Elizabeth McMillen 

 

 

Kaye Prance 

 

The clean-up begins—Thanks Bernard 

 

Kaye Prance, Sheilagh Thomas, Carole McMahon, 
Carole Littlechild enjoying lamb roast lunch 

INDIVIDUAL COMPETITION  

The individual competition took place over two 
sessions—Monday 31 January and 14 February 
with a total of 28 members taking part. 
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Winner: Stephen Thyer 

R/up: Jennifer Tedeschi 

Two Mad Hatters (no - just the top two!) 

MIX-N-MATCH 

Another successful Mix-N-Match session was held 
on Saturday 12 February.  Winners were: 

 

N/S 1st Barbara Bibby/Carole Littlechild 

 

E/W 1st Gerry Davies/Ian Purcell 

South Perth Bridge Club 
F r o m  M a r n i e  L e y b o u r n e  

Work has now started on toilet upgrades at the 
club, so access is via the back door for the next 
couple of months. Some changes are also being 
made near the Directors’ desk, however they 
should not affect players very much. Please 
continue to come and play! 

If you hate wearing a mask (and who enjoys it, 
really?) you can play online without any mask 
requirements. SPBC runs evening sessions on 
Thursdays and has a reciprocal arrangement with 

Mandurah Bridge Club so that SPBC members may 
also play through the Mandurah BC’s website on 
Wednesday evenings as well. Members will be 
invoiced for these games. All you need to do is to 
log in through the club website about 15 minutes 
before the start. 

Lisa Wylie reaches 100 

 

Long term members will remember Lisa Wylie 
and newer members need only scan the club’s 
honours list to see Lisa’s name sprinkled liberally 
across all columns (other than the men’s pairs…) 
Lisa was always very cagey about her age so many 
of us only discovered her year of birth when we 
received invitations to celebrate 100 years since 
31 January 1922. 

Lisa started playing with me when I was 
essentially still a beginner. Once, when we played 
in the Fremantle Congress (where the top 14 pairs 
from the qualifying go into the final, the second 14 
pairs play in the plate and everyone else plays in 
the consolation), another player came up to me 
towards the end of the day with a big smile on his 
face and excitedly asked, “did you get into the 
plate?” I pointed to the qualifying results and 
replied, “actually, we won the qualifying”. “Oh 
well,” he said. “You were playing with Lisa and she 
is a really good player, isn’t she?” 

She certainly was, and still would be had Lisa’s 
failing eyesight not let her down. 

SPBC Restricted Pairs  

The South Perth Bridge Club’s Restricted Pairs 
(under 50 masterpoints) competition was held on 
Saturday, 5 February 2022. The winners were 
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Sebastiano Bianchini and Andrea Peretti (pictured 
with event sponsor, Kareena Ballard).  

 

 

Dick De Graaf and Kerry Asche 2nd . 

Mandurah Bridge Club 
F r o m  I a n  J o n e s   

Summer Congress 2022  

The Summer Congress was held at the end of 
January, directed by Neville Walker with 
assistance from Brian Wade.  

The Welcome Pairs were won by Ann Shalders and 
Yvonne Penman (N/S) and Jan Burgess and Jana 
Mayhew (E/W). 

A total of 35 tables competed in the Pairs event.  

 

The Best Qualifying N/S pair were Mavis Koay and 
Dianne Dwyer, pictured with President Trish 
Anderson (centre). 

Best Qualifying E/W were Egmont Melton and 
John Beddow. 

The Pairs Final winners were Egmont Melton and 
John Beddow.  

 

Runners up were Gerry Daly (Nick Cantatore  

Deborah Greenway and Helen Cook won the Plate, 
with Helen Smit and Steven Rogoysky runners up. 

The Consolation 1 prize winners were Ken Smith 
and Judy Havas. Runners up were Nigel Dutton 
and Marie-Fran Merven, with Kaipeng Chen and 
Don Allen 3rd. 

Liz Farr and Elsie Chua won the Consolation 2. 
Runners up were Robert and Merleine Wylie,  

 

Gill Blakey and Ross Blakey 3rd 

 

In the Teams event, a total of 30 teams competed 
and the winners were Gwyneira Brahma, Deana 
Wilson, Dave Munro and Fiske Warren. 
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Runners up were David Matthews, Chris Ingham 
Geoff Holman and Jessica Chew  

3rd place went to Jonathan Free, Linda Coli, Mimi 
Packer and Jane Reynolds. 

 

Placed 4th were Vivian Zotti, Therese Garbutt, Gill 
Gavshon and Mitchell Garbutt. 

 

Best Datum Pair in the Teams were Chris Ingham 
and Geoff Holman 

Best Mandurah Team were Doug Hardman, Vera 
Hardman, Kathy Power and Phil Power. 

Best Novice Team were David Saunders, Angie 
Bloxsome, Sara Potter and Liz Gray. 

 

Best Restricted Team were Mavis Koay, Chris 
Bacon, Dianne Dwyer (Tomako Nakamatsu) 

 

Best Country Team were Tom Burton, Sharon 
Schneider, Jan Burgess and Jan Mayhew 

Thanks to Sandra Hardie for the photos. 

Open Pairs Championship 

 

The Open Pairs Championship was won by Robina 
McConnell and Eugene Wichems, pictured with 
President Trish Anderson. 

Alan Cransberg and Kimberley Zhao were runners 
up. 

 

The 0-300 Red Point Championship winners were 
Corrie Davis and Denise Sampson. 

Runners up were Les Cowcill and Lesley Sims. 

EDITING OF MATERIAL  

Contributors should note that the right to 
modify submitted material is retained by 

the Editors  
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The winners for the Tuesday Best 3 out of 4 event 
were Kimberley Zhao and Sheryl Coates. 

Runners up were Christine Leather and Gudrun 
Kemmer 

Northern Districts Bridge Club 
F r o m  A n n e  H o o p e r  

The Club Pairs Red Point was held on Thursday 
10/2/22.  

 

Winners N/S were Susan Sharland and John 
Sharland with 60.12%. 

 

Winners E/W Nevia Medica and Susan Pearce with 
61.64%.  

Congratulations to all who participated and 
thanks to those who arranged and contributed 
towards the afternoon tea. 

The Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 
14/2/22 followed by a Green Point bridge session. 

The new Committee elected is: 

President Graham Woodard's 
Vice President Astrid Piller 
Hon. Treasurer Dick Sudweeks 
Hon. Secretary Anne Hooper 
Committee Wendy Baillie, 

Helen Hyland, 
Jean Gregory, 
Lorraine Kingwell, 
Merilyn Summerville 

 

 

The 2022 Club Champion is Eddie Pozarowszczyk 
with a score of 59.89%.  

The runner up was Ross Blakey on 58.71% with 
Susan Sharland and John Sharland in third place 
with 56.50%. Congratulations to all. 

Our website is www.ndbc.bridgeaustralia.org and 
we advise you to check it before visiting the Club 
so that you have the latest information. 

Nedlands Bridge Club 
F r o m  L i n d a  B e d f o r d - B r o w n  

Our 33rd Birthday Congress was another success 
and again thanks go to Mary Jane Whitehead, Ann 
Goode, Linda Bedford-Brown and Robin Burton 
for all the preparatory work that goes on before 
and during these events. 

Our Directors Peter Holloway and Ian Rowlands 
ran a perfect day. 

We thank our Sponsors on the day Regis Aged Care 
– Hollywood. 
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Regis Age Care Relationship Specialist Jenny Bell 
presenting The Regis Age Care 1st prize to Kaiping 
Chen and Don Allen 

 

2nd Kathy Power and Phil Power – not losing a 
match all day! 

 

3rd Terri Garbutt and Viv Zotti 

 

4th Deana Wilson and Fiske Warren 

5th Richard Grenside and Sue Grenside 

 

6th Kimberley Zhao and Alan Cransberg 

 

Best Nedlands Pair David Matthews (Jessica 
Chew) 

 

Regis Age Care Hollywood also presented a prize 
for the best pair 80+ to Patricia Rosser and 
Corinne Monteath 

GNOT  

The GNOT competition is the only gold point event 
available at club level.  The regulations require 
that the competition be run over three sessions. 
NBC heat will be held Saturday/Sunday 19/20 
March.   There will be two sessions on the 
Saturday, with the Sunday session scheduled to 
start at 1000.   Register for the competition by 
going to the BAWA web site.  



 
 

10 “BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”  

March Novice Refresher 

The novice refresher lessons are designed for 
relatively new players who want to brush up on 
the principles of the game.   The topic is 
preemptive bidding – make life difficult for your 
opponents.   No partner is needed.   Register for 
the lesson by going to SESSIONS/ENTER EVENT 
on the club website. The March lesson is scheduled 
for Wednesday 23. 

March Advanced Lesson 

How good is your defence?  On average, you 
defend 50% of the hands.   Or, if you’re 
particularly unlucky, it is more like 75%.   So, if 
you can defend well, your scores can shoot up.   On 
March 30 come and play 10 practice hands that 
will demonstrate ways in which you can think 
about and improve your defence.   Register for the 
lesson by going to SESSIONS/ENTER EVENT on 
the club website. No partner is necessary. 

April Advanced Lesson 

The advanced lessons cover topics for more 
experienced players that will hone their skills and 
add to the armoury.   Are you looking to get better 
results?   The April topic is “combining your 
chances – how best to give yourself more than one 
chance of making your contract”.   This lesson is on 
Wednesday 27th.   Register for the lesson by going 
to SESSIONS/ENTER EVENT on the club website. 

Rockingham Bridge Club 
From Jean Dance  

Betty Philpot recently retired as assistant teacher. 
Throughout the many years that Betty has been a 
member of Rockingham Bridge Club she has 
willingly and ably taken on many roles that assist 
in the running of the club. Thank you, Betty. 

 

Betty, centre, with Teachers, Di Brooks and Nicky 
O’Connell 

MAURICE RICHARDS MEMORIAL TROPHY  

 

Winners:  Lyn Bolton and Kerrie-Ann Kingston 
with President, Wendy Pollock.  Lyn and Kerrie-
Ann tied with Walter Hall and Hilary Hall  

 

Best Under State Masters:  Yvonne Mathews and 
Hilary Tunnard 

 

A SHOOTING STAR! Helen Smit recently gained 
State Master recognition and proved to be the 5th 
most improved player in Western Australia. 

ROCKINGHAM CONGRESS 

Saturday Qualifying N/S 

= 1st Christine Bacon and Tomoko Nakamatsu / 
Robert Wylie and Merleine Wylie 
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E/W 1st Dave Munro and Gwyneria Brahma 

Final 

1st Andrew Swider and Tad Bieganski 

 

2nd Egmont Melton and John Beddow 

3rd Rick Rhodes and Maura Rhodes 

Plate 

1st Nigel Dutton and Marie-France Merven 
2nd Sheryl Coates and Janice Howell 
3rd Helen Smit and Steven Rogoysky 

 

Winning the B.P Trophy for Best Rockingham Pair 
Florence Maltby and Di Brooks 

 

Best Under State Masters - Roz Davey and Jenni 
Creedon with Sponsor Di Brooks  

Sunday Teams 

 

1st Carol Fensome, Tuya Cooke, Beata Bieganski 
and Lilia Male 

 

2nd Andrew Swider, Tad Bieganski, Egmont 
Melton and John Beddow 

 

D i s c l a i m e r :  I t  i s  B A W A  p o l i c y  n o t  t o  a c c e p t  a d v e rt i s i n g  f r o m  p e r s o n s  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  u n re l i a b le  o r  
f i n a n c i a l l y  i r re s p o n s i b l e .  W e  a r e  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  t h e  pe r f o r m a n ce  o f  a d v e r t i s e r s ,  t h e  de l i v e r y  o r  q u a l it y  
o f  t h e  m e rc h a n d i s e  o r  s e r v i c e s ,  or  t h e  l e ga l i t y o f  a n y  p a rt i c u la r  p r o g ra m .  B A W A  r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t ,  a t  i t s  s o le  d i s c re t i o n ,  
t o  r e f u s e  a n y  a d v e r t i se m e n t .  
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3rd Marie-France Merven, Kimberley Zhao, Alan 
Cransberg and Nigel Dutton 

 

Best Rockingham Team Walter Hall, Nicky 
O’Connell, Rita Hood and Hilary Hall with 
President Wendy Pollock 

 

President, Wendy Pollock thanking the Director of 
the Congress, Neville Walker 

Joondalup Bridge Club 
F r o m  D i r k  L a p e r e  

The air conditioning may have kept Perth’s hot 
summer at bay in the JBC congress on Saturday 
February 19th, but the competition inside the hall 
was as hot as ever! 

No-one was able to keep a clean sheet, but two 
partnerships stood above the crowd. They may 

not have realised it at the time, but Beata 
Biegnaski – Lilia Male and Vivian Zotti – Therese 
Garbutt squared off against each other for the title 
in round 5. Beata and Lilia continued their great 
form that led them to the overall win in 
Rockingham the week before and scored a 7-imp 
victory that would propel them to the overall 
victory. Anton Pol – Chris Bagley led the group of 
pursuers to claim third place.  

 

1st Beata Bieganski and Lilia Male with President 
Dirk Lapere 

 

2nd Viv Zotti and Therese Garbutt 

 

3rd Anton Pol and Chris Bagley 
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Joondalup Bridge Club is a very young club made 
up mostly of homegrown talent. So, it is no 
surprise that its members performed strongly in 
the Novices class (<300MPs).  JBC Life Member 
David Wheaton with partner Rick Morris repeated 
their win of last year with a strong 9th place 
finishing. Harry Crosby – Julia Hustad pulled off an 
unlikely comeback to finish second in the 
category. Harry and Julia languished in 43rd 
position after the 3 morning sessions, but they 
outscored everyone in the afternoon to finish in 
12th overall.  The JBC trifecta in this category was 
completed with Mike Lawes and Magda Lawes in 
18th place. 

 

1st Place Novices : David Wheaton and Rick Morris 

 

2nd Place Novices : Julia Hustad and Harry Crosby 

The Super Novice class (<150MPs) was hotly 
contested with the top 3 finishing 23rd, 24th and 
26th respectively, separated by a mere 0.31VPs. 
Peter Malan – Lyn McLain took top honours just 
0.07 VPs ahead of Hamish McCracken – John 
Finlay-Jones. Last year’s winners Geoff Mauger 
and Sue Mauger had to be content with a 3rd place 
finish this time. 

2nd place Super Novices : Hamish McCracken and 
John Finlay-Jones 

The JBC congress also recognizes those players 
who are just starting their bridge journey, ie 

players with less than 50MP’s. Once again, it was a 
trifecta for the local members, with Rita Buzzard – 
James Fitzgerald claiming the prize after finishing 
a respectable 34th, ahead of Sandra Wilson – Jan 
Freese and Ilda Martin – Cathy Broadbent. 

 

James Fitzgerald & Rita Buzzard (best placed pair 
<50MPs) 

Finally, David Wheaton and Rick Morris got 
bragging rights for being the highest ranked JBC 
partnership, pipping 10th placed Ann 
Hopfmueller – Carol Fensome by a mere 0.5VP. 

 

Ann Hopfmueller and Carol Fensome taking care 
of their president! 

At the reception after the congress, President Dirk 
Lapere thanked Neville Walker for an impeccably 
run congress and congratulated the many 
members who – under leadership of Maureen 
Aldridge – had contributed to the culinary fest that 
was served to all players throughout the day. 

See you all next year. Stay Safe. 

Swan District Bridge Club 
F r o m  D a v i d  K i n i n m o n t h  

Swan Districts has moved once again. The new 
home is the Bellevue Mechanics Institute Hall, a 
heritage building managed by the 1st Midland 
Scout Group at 10 Helen St, Bellevue.  It is just 



 
 

14 “BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”  

around the corner from the RSL Hall previously 
used by the club. 

 

The hall has two sections, a main hall and a lesser 
hall.  The main hall is very spacious and provides 
plenty of room.  However, it suffers from a lack of 
air conditioning, so the very hot days are difficult 
especially when wearing masks.  However, the 
acquisition of fans and managing the air flow, has 
reduced the problems.  The lesser hall with its 
outdoor facility provides a great break area. 

 

 

The club held its Annual General meeting on the 
8th February.  It was well attended with 36 people 
present and happy to play bridge afterwards.  
David Kininmonth was re-elected President, John 
Ewers Secretary and Jeanne Walczak Treasurer.  
The club is fortunate to be in a healthy position 
financially, and continues to grow, albeit slowly.  
Like everyone else, it is looking forward to mask 
free days. 

West Australian Bridge Club 
F r o m  C a r l a  S u l l i v a n  
P h o t o s  c o u r t e s y  o f  S h e e n a g h  Y o u n g  

Events and Results  

Club competitions kicked off to a flying start for 
the year with the Charles Pearce Cup held over 
three Wednesday evenings in January. Winners 
are decided by the pair that achieves the best 
percentages over the three evenings. Regional 
Master and Above winners this year were John 
McMullan and Geoff Yeo with new members Fiona 
Phillips and Stuart Phillips taking out the Below 
Regional Master category. 

Anniversary Pairs 

The club celebrated 14 years in the purpose built 
Swanbourne premises with Club Patron Helen 
George marking the event with a short welcome 
address and the cutting of the cake.  The red point 
event was held on Saturday 5 February and 
attracted 83 pairs. The placegetters were: 

1st Helen Cook (second year in a row!) and 
Deborah Greenway 

2nd Barbara Riddle and Susan Evans 

3rd Geoff Yeo and John McMullan 

Fabulous Friday  

Another successful fun and fabulous Friday was 
held on 4th February with 40 tables enjoying the 
afternoon. Many thanks to John Nelson, Prue Hart, 
Jacqui Ecclestone and Sheenagh Young for 
organising the day and to Malcolm Davis from 
Aspire2 Wealth, our sponsors. 

Open Swiss Pairs 

22 pairs battled it out over 3 Wednesday evenings 
with winners John McMullan and Geoff Yeo 
achieving 8 wins and only 1 loss throughout the 
event.  Well done gentleman. Runners up were 
Meredith Goodlet and Jennifer Andrews and in 3rd 
place were Deborah Greenway & Bruce Fraser. 

Novice and Super Novice Congress  

Our thanks to Kitty George and David Burn for 
running another smooth congress, albeit with 
mandatory mask wearing and vaccination checks. 
Winners in the Super Novice (for players with less 
than 50 Masterpoints) with 17 pairs competing 
were  
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1st Joann Theriault and (Daniel Cronin) (plus Bev 
Ockerby who substituted for Daniel in the 
afternoon) 

 

2nd Shane Brown and Gabrielle Bastow 

 

3rd Cindy Rodeheaver and Tracy Kudelka 

 

A special prize was presented to Catherine Ferrari 
and Rachel McRae from SPBC who had the least 

number of Masterpoints of any pair entered, 1.27 
and 3.61, and came 12th. 

Winners in the Novice (for players with less than 
150 Masterpoints) with 16 pairs competing were 

 

1st Eve Clarkson and Sandy Veling 

 

2nd Karen Moller and Katherine Negus 

 

3rd Shirley Lavarack and Ziggy Morawiec 

Success by our club members at the Mandurah 
Summer Bridge Congress held over January 28th, 
29th and 30th   

Saturday Open Pairs – Plate winners were Helen 
Cook and Deborah Greenway 

The Sunday Teams was won by Gwyneira Brahma, 
Deana Wilson, Dave Munro and Fiske Warren 

Coming Up 
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Restricted Swiss Pairs Congress on Sunday 20th 
March. This is limited to players with less than 300 
masterpoints as at 1 January 2022. Enter via the 
BAWA website. 

Our annual red point Charity Day on Friday 29th 
April at 1:15pm. All are welcome to play and 
support this year’s organisation, Express Wildlife 
Rescue, completely run by volunteers who rescue 
and rehabilitate injured and sick animals and 
releasing them back into the wild. To find out 
more about them visit  

www.expresswildliferescue.weebly.com 

Our 3 week GNOT heat commences on Tuesday 
26th April at 1:00pm. This is open to all players 
but one member of the team must be a WABC 
member. Enter via the BAWA website Club 
Congress section. 

BAWA will be holding the State Swiss Teams at 
WABC starting on Wednesday 20th April at 
7:15pm. This is open to all players so if you haven’t 
played in a State event why not give it a go. 

OAM for Club Member Claire Brittain  

One of our newer members, Claire Brittain was 
honoured in the Australia Day awards with an 
OAM for services to the community of Claremont 
and to the environment.  Congratulations Claire.  

Club Covid Update  

Over the past month, the Club has recorded the 
vaccination status of members and visitors.  A full 
update on the club’s Covid policy is available on 
the WABC website.   

Undercroft Bridge Club 
F r o m  C o n n i e  C o l t r o n a  

The Red Point Events for 2022 began with the New 
Year Pairs. 

 

1st Harry Crosby and Julia Hustad 

 

2nd Beata Bieganski and Carol Fensome 

 

3rd David Cowell (and Brian Fensome) 

This was followed by the Syd Noakes Trophy 

 

1st Tad Bieganski and Andrew Swider 

 

2nd Katrina Will and Jane Adams 

3rd Gwyneira Brahma and Dave Munro 

Congratulations to the winners!  
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The Undercroft Bridge Club has endorsed the use 
of MY-ABF for all Red Pont events and Congresses 
in 2022. Grateful thanks to the MY-ABF Co-
ordinator Peter Stephenson and Rupert Dodd, the 
UBC Treasurer for their patience in going forward 
with this initiative. 

Please contact Peter on 0412715546 for any 
assistance 

Kalgoorlie Bridge Club 
F r o m  S u e  L i a  

Vale Geza Sulykos  

 

Born July 1953 - Died February 2022 

He was a committee member and took every 
opportunity to play Bridge – at the club, within the 
state and online. He is survived by a son, daughter, 
5 grandchildren and a brother all living in 
Hungary 

Fond memories of long-time member of the 
Kalgoorlie Bridge Club. RIP Geza 

 

West Coast Bridge Club 
F r o m  H i l a r y  H e p t i n s t a l l  

In January we farewelled our director Eve 
Dethlefsen, who has directed our Wednesday 
bridge sessions for 34 Years. It was a very 
enjoyable occasion. 

We will all miss Eve’s directing but hope that she 
will still join us as a player at future bridge 
sessions. 

 

 

Eve Dethlefsen with Club President Geoff Friebe 

The results of our Summer Teams Competition 
were: 

 

1st Shirley Bloch, Marleen Medhat, Wence Vahala 
and Ray Wood  

2nd Helen Baker, Jean Calder, Barbara Martin and 
Michael Smith 

3rd Brian Kaye, Max Havercroft, Maureen Phillips 
and Cathy Slaughter ⚫
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WABC Congress 
B y  D a v i d  S c h o k m a n  
 

 

Why do we play bridge? Obviously at whatever 
level we play we all enjoy the game, and though 
you may not want to win, we all like to be winners. 
In fact, you never enter any congress, or major 
competition, without some degree of hope, or 
optimism, however misplaced it is. 

In teams there is no luck involved at all, but the 
need to bid your games and slams. Defence and 
judgement at lower levels are vital as those 5 /7 
imps losses can add up! At match point pairs it is a 
different game. You often have to take risks to get 
that special result. Then there are the Swiss 
events, which in reality can be heart breaking if 
you sit in a position where your opponents keep 
getting all the cards and use them well. You just 
have to suck it up, and when your turn with the 
cards comes up - you have to grab it with both 
hands. Bid and play this deal before you read on. 

Dlr N  ♠ AQ 

Vul EW  ♥ A6432 
   ♦ K 

   ♣ Q9862 

 ♠ K9876  N  

W  E 

 S  
 

♠ JT52 

 ♥ Q ♥ JT87 

 ♦ J94 ♦ QT862 

 ♣ J743 ♣ - 

    ♠ 43 

 15   ♥ K95 

7  4  ♦ A753 

 14   ♣ AKT5 

So how did you bid these hands? It should be quite 
simple with North opening the bidding with 1H. 
Surely you will bid 2C with the south hand? I do 
not know what happened but only two pairs found 
their way to 6C, sadly going down in a hand that 
cannot be defeated, even with the 4-0 trump break 
against you. 18 out of 26 stopped in 4H and one 
pair managed to make only 9 tricks. One pair was 
in 5H and only made 10 tricks. There were the 
usual no trumpers, despite having a 9 card club fit 
and 8 card heart fit. Is this just the obsession about 
playing in no trumps, something that we aim at in 
match Point Pairs? This was Swiss event and 
scored in imps, and they did not get the 
punishment that they deserved. 5C was bid once, 
and defeated, but we are only interested in the 

bidding, and declarer play in 6C. I was not playing 
with a regular partner and the bidding went 1H -
2C: 4C –Minor suit keycard. 4D-Zero, or three key 
cards. 6C by my partner who is no shrinking violet 
when it comes to bidding. He played all the hands 
very well too and should have been declarer, in 
this one too, and would probably have receive the 
lead of the knave of spades. Would you agree if I 
say that even if the spade king was wrong south 
should have made 6C on the diamond lead? Six 
clubs; three hearts; two diamonds and spade.   

A diamond was led and won in dummy.  A low club 
was led and east showed out. The contract was 
now so easy to make but I became obsessed with 
discarding the spade queen on the diamond ace, 
and hearts breaking 3- 2.  

This was not totally unreasonable with the 3-2 
break around the 68pc mark, but why, you may 
well ask, the hurry to discard the spade queen on 
the diamond ace, as there was all the time in the 
world to find out the distribution of cards. 

Without going into detail, I murdered the hand, 
and it was a costly error as it was played against 
the team who won the event, pushing us to 2nd.  

How would you have played it? May I suggest that 
at trick three you play the five of club and run it if 
it is not covered. Then take out one more trump, 
winning in dummy, as you have to keep a high 
trump to ruff your losing heart, (if they break 4-1). 
Now you play a heart to the king. The queen drops. 
Play a second heart. West can ruff, or not, and you 
end up losing a heart or a trump. All so easy. Time 
to retire? 

Two pairs bid to 6H, sadly an impossible contract 
as there are two trumps to lose. One pair made it 
and I believed that it would only be the knave of 
hearts lead that would allow success, but in fact it 
was the six of diamond that was led. How then did 
they not win two trump tricks? Obviously east 
may have split the trump honours when a low 
trump was led from dummy. Will ask them about 
it next year! ⚫ 
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Test Your Bidding 

 

B y  B i l l  J a c o b s  

bill.jacobs55@gmail.com 
 

After a transfer response to 
1NT 

LHO Partner RHO You 

 1NT Pass 2 

Pass 2 Pass ? 

Transfer responses to 1NT are the best thing since 
sliced bread. The 2 and 2 responses, rather 
than being natural, instead show at least 5 cards in 
the next higher suit, hearts and spades 
respectively. 

Opener is required to bid the next step 
(responder’s suit) and await further instruction.  

Transfers have two major benefits.  First, the 1NT 
opener will be declarer if the final contract is in 
responder’s suit: by making the strong hand 
declarer, you give the defenders a harder time, 
particularly on opening lead.  But more 
importantly, the transfer gives responder two 
bites of the apple* – allowing him to first show his 
suit and then follow up with a further description 
of his hand. 

Assuming 1NT shows 15-17 points, how do you 
follow up your transfer with each of the following 
hands? 

(a) 76   QJ932   107653   K 

(b) A4   QJ932   Q93   875 

(c) K4   A10865   KJ2   975 

(d) J   AQ765   AJ92   Q76 

(e) K76   K108764   2   Q107 

(f) Q3   Q9742   K10   Q1082 

* I used to use the term “two bites of the cherry” 
until a reader contacted me saying this made no 
sense as cherries were too small to take multiple 
bites from. Live and learn. 

SOLUTION on page 25 

Club Directors' Course 
Four Tuesday evenings: 

29 Mar & 5,12,19 April from 19.30 

Venue: West Australian Bridge Club 

Presenters: Dave Parham and Neville Walker 

Cost $50 

This is an introductory course aimed at those 
interested in learning to become a Director at 
Club Level, so it is suited to players who have 
never directed before or have ‘walked through’ 
with a club director but have had no official 
training. 

Topics covered: 

The Laws – 2017 Laws of Duplicate Bridge 

Movements – specifically those necessary to run 
a club duplicate session 

Scoring – Matchpoint and IMPS 

Software – Bridgemates and CompscoreII 

It is recommended that participants should have 
a copy of the 2017 Laws of Duplicate Bridge. 

Further information and registration 

Dave Parham 0409111081 

dave.parham@bigpond.com 

Numbers are Limited to a maximum of 20 
participants 

State Evening Swiss Teams 
3-week event start Wednesday 20 April 

Red Point Event 

Event commences at 7.15pm 

At West Australian Bridge Club 

7 Odern Crescent, Swanbourne 

Entry Fee: $160.00 per team 

Entries via MyABF 
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M y  P a r r o t  ‘ T i k k i ’ ,  S a y s !  
B y  D i  B r o o k s  
 

 

Stayman: A convention used over the opening 
1NT, asking for a 4 card major. This method is 
overly used by many people. Take the following 
example;- 

Dlr N  ♠ 107 

Vul   ♥ Q943 
   ♦ 7654 

   ♣ Q65 

 ♠ J862 
 

 N  

W  E 

 S  

♠ AK95 
 ♥ AJ87 ♥ K10 
 ♦ AJ9 ♦ K832 
 ♣ 73 ♣ KJ2 

    ♠ Q43 

 4   ♥ 652 

11  17  ♦ Q10 

 8   ♣ A10984 

 
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

Pass Pass 1NT Pass 
2♣ (*) Pass 2♠ Pass 

4♠ Pass Pass Pass 

Deep Finesse reports 5S by E or W makes, but 5NT 
by E is a Top Board. 

'Tikki,' the parrot says, ' No Shape, No Stayman.' 

New players to bridge worry that their hands 
aren't conducive to No Trumps. I was given advice 
many years ago by a very wise old friend. 

a) The hands can cope with the No Trump 
contract 

b) The weak suit might not be the initial lead. 
c) If the weak suit is played, the defender might 

switch the suit. 
d) The weak suit is lead and continued and the 

contract goes down. 

Take a look at the above options. Three out of four 
times you worried for nothing! 

Gerber, Ace Ask 

System Agreement: players that agree to always 
use Gerber as an Ace Ask, will have problems 
when the suit of Clubs has been bid naturally. The 
opponents come into the bidding with a Pre-empt 
and there you are, ready to raise partner. They 

have bid 3S and you want to bid 4C. Will Opener 
take you as Ace Asking? 

So 'Tikki' says, if clubs have been bid naturally and 
you, the responder have to make a choice, choose 
the bid that doesn't confuse the issue. 

Declarer Play 

You are playing in a game in a major, but during 
the bidding sequence, your partner has shown a 
side suit. The player on lead, starts off with the Ace 
of the side suit. Dummy hits the table. The side suit 
is Q,J,10 xxx. You hold K,x. You now have the 
opportunity to foil the lead. So with no extra speed 
and no hesitation, just play the King under the Ace. 
This action may deter the defence in continuing 
that suit. 

'Tikki' says, ' Play your cards with your normal 
speed'. Hesitations are not required. 

Another of 'Tikki's favourites: High card from the 
short side. Another way of Unblocking the suit. 

Dummy holds AQJxx and Declarer holds K, 3,2. By 
playing the King, followed by the 3 to Dummy's 
Jack, you might be rewarded by your play with 5 
tricks. An essential play when there is no other 
entry to Dummy. 

Counting the Easy Way 

In a contract bridge session, we are always 
counting. New players find it difficult to count to 
13. When it comes down to counting the trumps 
played, it is easier to add the number of trumps 
you, as Declarer hold and those held in Dummy's 
hand. Say for instance, you have a total of 9 
trumps, it is quicker and easier to think that there 
are 4 trumps outstanding. When you play the first 
round of trumps, if both defenders follow, you only 
have to look for 2 more trumps: Easy Peasy. Much 
better than thinking ' Four cards played on the 
first round, another three on the second round: 
that's 7 in total. 

'Tikki' says: Keep, It, Simple, Sweetie.; The KISS 

System. ⚫ 
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Club Life 
 

A Bridge Club relies on many roles for its 
continuing success, Rockingham Bridge Club is 
certainly very fortunate to have a great school of 
supporters. Volunteers take on committee roles 
and do a good job. There are also the “behind the 
scenes workers:” they do the shopping for the 
catering and upkeep of the rooms. Not to forget 
the lovely ladies that keep the linen well 
laundered. Not to be forgotten; the Directors, 
people who give up their time and in many cases, 
their concentration, whilst being playing 
Directors.  

Now comes the lifeblood of the bridge clubs: the 
teachers. R.B.C. is very grateful for the constant 
support of its tutors. My reasoning for this article 
is to acknowledge the work done by Nicky 
O'Connell for her ongoing lessons, bringing her 
skills into play for her students, teaching them the 
basics of contract bridge. Well done, Nicky. 

Another part to the training of the students comes 
from the regular members who mentor the 
newbies, giving them the chance to play in the 
sessions and gather skills by experience. Thank 
you, for your support. 

The process of teaching at R.B.C., is as follows: 
Nicky gives the students the Basics. Depending on 
their level of bridge knowledge, they then come to 
me. I teach them the need for good defence and for 
better Declarer play - introducing a convention or 
two, once they are ready to expand their 
knowledge. 

Friday session at R.B.C. saw several of the up and 
coming players take on the stronger field of N/S's. 
At our table, the newer players bid like the 
Watsons! It was a pleasure to watch. They bid their 
suits in proper ranking, they bid their games and 
they stayed in part scores where necessary. I was 
very proud of them - like a Mother Hen. 

Congratulations to the Students for all their efforts 
and especially to our Teacher, Nicky. We all agree, 
she does a terrific job. 

Di Brooks 
Life Member 
Patron 
R.B.C.  

 

Signal Success Suppressed 

 

B y  R o n  K l i n g e r  
http://www.RonKlingerBridge.com 

Improve Your Bridge Online 
 

 

 

Dlr N  ♠ KQJ 

Vul Nil  ♥ Q73 
   ♦ Q543 

   ♣ J 9 8 

 ♠   N  

W  E 

 S  
 

♠ 7 

 ♥  ♥ 652 

 ♦  ♦ A9 

 ♣  ♣ KQ107653 

    ♠  

    ♥  

    ♦  

    ♣  

 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
 1♦ 3♣ (1) 3♥ 

3♠ 4♥ All Pass  

1) Weak jump-overcall 

West leads the CA. What should East play? 

SOLUTION on page 25 

http://www.ronklingerbridge.com/


 
 

24 “BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport”  



 

 

 “BRIDGE – an Olympic Mind Sport” 25 

Signal Success Suppressed 
B y  R o n  K l i n g e r  

SOLUTION  
On the following deal, the defence missed two 
chances to defeat the contract. 

Dlr N  ♠ KQJ 

Vul Nil  ♥ Q73 
   ♦ Q543 

   ♣ J 9 8 

 ♠ A95432  N  

W  E 

 S  
 

♠ 7 

 ♥ J8 ♥ 652 

 ♦ 876 ♦ A9 

 ♣ A2 ♣ KQ107653 

    ♠ 1086 

 11   ♥ AK1094 

9  9  ♦ KJ102 

 11   ♣ 4 

West led the CA against 4H. When West played a 
second club, South ruffed, drew trumps and 
knocked out the other two aces. As the cards lay 
there was no problem after trick 2. N-S +420 was 
worth 7 Imps (3H was +140 at the other table). As 
East could have raised to 4S with doubleton 
support, there is a case for leading the SA and the 
S2 next (suit preference for clubs). East ruffs, plays 
a club to the ace and receives another spade ruff. 
Two down. 

After the CA ace lead, there is little point in 
encouraging clubs. If West has a second club, 
declarer will ruff. East should give a suit-
preference signal, preferably with the club queen, 
an impossible natural card. If West reads that as 
asking for spades, SA and another spade will beat 
the contract. If West shifts to a diamond (the eight 
is best, to deny interest in diamonds), East wins 
and switches to spades to receive the killing ruff. 
With DK-x-x or DK-x-x-x, leading the lowest 
diamond would suggest a diamond return. 

Signal’: a card played by a defender in the vain hope 
that partner is watching. 

Test Your Bidding 
B y  B i l l  J a c o b s  

SOLUTION  

(a)  76   QJ932   107653   K 

Pass.  With just 6 HCP you have no aspirations of 
game.  Instead, you simply want to play in 2, 
thinking that this is likely a better contract than 
1NT.  Put your hand down as dummy and relax. 

(b)   A4   QJ932   Q93   875 

2NT.  9 HCP represents invitational values 
opposite 15-17.  Transferring and bidding 2NT 
indicates your invitation and also shows the 5-
card suit.  Partner can choose between final 
contracts of 2NT, 3, 3NT and 4 depending on 
his strength and heart holding. 

(c)   K4   A10865   KJ2   975 

3NT.  This time your point count tells you there’s 
enough for game.  Offer partner a choice between 
3NT and 4. 

(d)   J   AQ765   AJ92   Q76 

3.  Bidding a new suit after a transfer is natural 
and forcing.  You are not sure of the final 
destination: probably 3NT, 4 or 5.  You need 
partner’s help to decide. 

(e)   K76   K108764   2   Q107 

3.  Holding 6 hearts, you know you have at least 
an 8-card fit, and so the final contract should be in 
hearts.  Raising your own suit shows this, and 
depicts invitational values.  Partner has only two 
options: pass or 4 depending on his overall 
strength. 

(f)   Q3   Q9742   K10   Q1082 

2NT.  It would be a mistake to show the club suit 
here.  Primarily, you want to invite a game 
contract, and the way to do that is by rebidding 
2NT, just like on hand (b).  If instead you rebid 3, 
partner might have to bid 3NT on minimum 
values, and you don’t have enough strength to 
underwrite that contract.   

 

 

 

April Deadline 

March 20th is the deadline for inclusion 
in the April Focus. 
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Results  
 

 

B A W A  A u t u m n  P a i r s  ( 1 2 )  

1 Val Biltoft and Gwyneira Brahma 
2 Andrew Swider and Tad Bieganski 
3 Cynthia Belonogoff and Vinod Nasta 

N e w  Y e a r  S w i s s  P a i r s  ( 1 6 )  

 

 
 (Photo courtesy of Ian Rowlands) 
1 Kaiping Chen and Val Biltoft 
2 Dave Munro and Gwyneira Brahma 
3 Deb Frankel and Dadie Greenfeld 

7 0 %  R e s u l t s  ( R a n d o m  s e a r c h )  

Albany  

73.0 Philip Powell and Karen Sivyer 

Kalamunda  

74.0 Gordon Brown and Sheila Pryce 

72.7 Carmen Jackson and Nicholas Moniodis 

70.7 Carole Sexton and Sandra Hoffman 

Melville 

71.5 Bhavna Patel and Merwyn Menezes 

70.7 Bill Symons and Merwyn Menezes 

70.0 Leonie Donnes and Margaret Harris 

70.0 Eamonn McCabe and Jackin Clare 

Kendenup 

75.0 Bob Fergie and Heather Fergie 

Rockingham  

73.0 Andrew Swider and Tas Bieganski 

70.9 Dave Munro and Gywneria Brahma 

Undercroft 

71.0 Matthew Bampton and Peter Stephenson 

70.0 Geoff Gardiner and Diana Martin 

Westcoast  

78.0 Jay Medhat and Marleen Medhat 

71.7 Marleen Medhat and Ray Wood 

70.0 Ray Wood and Marleen Medhat 

South Perth  

74.0 Tom Lemann and Ron Cooper 

Busselton  

74.0 Joan Touyz and John Whiting 

Geraldton 

70.8 Jeanette Day and Jeanette Elliott 

75.0 Wayne Cupitt and Heather Cupitt 

Fremantle  

70.0 Rosalie Raine and Jane Walters 

Mandurah  

70.0 Steven Rogoysky and Michael Turner 

71.5 Patricia Anderson and Beryl Taylor 

70.0 Denise Sampson and Corrie Davis 

72.9 Laurie Money and Jay Wongphasukchot 

Nedlands  

71.0 Deb Frankel and Dadie Greenfeld 

72.6 Sue Dry and Robin Burton 

Swan Districts 

73.9 Mike Klasztorny and Peter Bolden 

WABC  

71.0 Anne Apthorp and Maurice Ford 

73.6 Diana Currie and Sue Lendich 

72.0 Lyn Cox and David Egan 

72.0 Marie Sheridan and Beverly Hunt 

ADVERTISING IN FOCUS 

Full Page $150 

Half Page $75 

Contact Linda Bedford-Brown 

bedfords@bigpond.net.au 
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INTERSTATE SENIORS ’ SELECTION 

2022 ADELAIDE ANC 
Event starts Thursday May 26, 2022 at 7.30 pm (weekend start time 10.00am) 

Venue: City of Melville Bridge Club 

Entry Fee: $.50.00 pp Entries: via MyABF 

See BAWA calendar for extra dates. 

 

D i a r i z e  N o w   

 

 
Upcoming BAWA & Club Events  

 Mar Fri 4th – Mon 7th  Albany Congress (7th is a public Holiday) 
  Sat 12th – Sun 13th  Kalamunda Congress 
  Mon 14th  BAWA Interstate Open Selection Butler Qual. Pairs 1 of 4 
  Sun 20th  WABC Restricted Swiss Pairs 
BAWA AGM  Mon 21st  BAWA Annual General Meeting 6.00 pm 
  Tues 22nd – 29th  

Apr 5/12/19 
Undercroft GNOT Heat 

  Fri 25th – Sun 27th  Melville Congress 
    
 Apr Sat 2nd – Sun 3rd BAWA Interstate Open Selection Final 
  Thu 7th  BAWA Interstate Women’s Selection 
  Sat 9th – Sun 10th  BAWA Interstate Women’s Selection 
  Fri 15th – Mon 18th  South Perth Easter Congress 
  Wed 20th  BAWA Evening State Swiss Teams 1/3 
  Sat 23rd – Sun 24th  Bunbury Congress 
  Sat 30th – Sun 1st May Undercroft Congress 
    
 May Sat 7th  Kendenup Congress 
  Sat 14th-Sun 15th  Western Seniors – Gold Point Event 
  Wed 18th BAWA State Daytime Open IMP (Swiss) Pairs 1 of 3 

10.00am Start 
  Sun 22nd  Fremantle Congress 
  Thurs 26th  Interstate Seniors’ Selection 
  Sat 28th – Sun 29th Interstate Seniors’ Selection 
  Sat 28th  Kalamunda Restricted Congress 
 Jun Wed 1st 10.00am BAWA State Daytime Open IMP (Swiss) Pairs 3 of 3 
  Fri 3rd – Mon 6th  WABC Congress 
  Sat 4th – Mon 6th  Country GNOT 
  Thurs 9th  BAWA Open Pairs 1 of 2 Undercroft Bridge Club 
  Fri 10th - Sun 12th  Geraldton Congress 
  Sat 18th  Busselton Zonta Charity Day 
  Sun 19th  WABC Masters in Teams of 3 (open to all) 
  Sat 25th  Nedlands Ranjit Gauba Swiss Pairs 
  Sun 26th  ANC Restricted Butler - WA Final 

  

**NOTE** Times and venues are subject to change: substitutes must be confirmed by the director: read 
conditions of entry for the event on the BAWA website. 

**NOTE** BAWA/Congress Events Entries www.bawa.asn.au unless other specified. 
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